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Thank you for your interest in WCCYM's wide ranging work over the academic year 
2018-19.  That this work has continued within local secondary schools, sixth form, 
villages and churches whilst undergoing significant changes in core team workers is 
testament to the commitment of youth workers, volunteers, churches, schools and 
communities to work together for the benefit of young people and those who support 
them.  Susie Thomson, our team leader, has been on maternity leave for much of 
this past academic year but we were very blessed to be joined by Sally Coxall and 
Cherie Williamson (both part-time) and by the continuity provided by other church 
youth workers and volunteers.   

The population of the area continues to increase as more houses are built, and with 
it a continued increase in the numbers of young people.  District Council and school 
funding for youth work in general continues to decrease and we are very grateful to 
everyone who has given to help keep WCCYM providing much appreciated support 
and encouragement for young people.  In reading this report you'll see WCCYM's 
work includes practical pastoral support for young people; being there to listen, 
support and value; as well as providing opportunities for young people to explore 
Jesus' life and teaching and consider the implications for their own lives. 

Thank you for your part in helping this happen through your giving, support and 
prayer, as individuals, local churches and communities - whether in the past, present 
or future. 

Steve Gaze pp WCCYM Management Team 

West Cambridge Christian Youth Ministries (WCCYM) 

WCCYM was established in 1992 to support Christian youth work for the villages of 
west Cambridge, initially focusing on the catchment area of Comberton Village 
College. From the start, WCCYM has been supported mainly by local village 
churches and individuals. It is, essentially, local churches working together  to 
support youth work in a manner that they could not do individually. The partnership 
includes different denominations within the villages. WCCYM is overseen by a 
Management Team which includes representatives from the partner churches. This 
report highlights some of the ways WCCYM has worked with young people over the 
last academic year. 
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Thirst 

Our monthly youth service ‘Thirst’ has 
continued to be a time of real blessing 
and a great way for young people to 
meet, to make new friends, share a 
meal, and have a time of worship, 
teaching, discussion and prayer 
together. We are extremely grateful to 
our local churches who have provided 
some fantastic meals, and to 
Comberton Baptist Church for the use 
of their building.  

This year the sung worship has mostly 
been led by our new youth band with 
Steve Gaze leading this, and it has 
been great to develop these gifts within 
the young people. We have had a 
variety of speakers including Adrian 
Semerene, Heather Rogers, David 
Newton, Hannah Fytche, Tilly Akoto, 
Azarias Harding and Bekky Brown. We 
have also had times of sharing 
together and personal testimonies. 
Thirst has been a great time of building 
relationships with young people and it 
has been encouraging to see growing 
numbers attending. 

Comberton and Cambourne Village 
Colleges (more about that in the 
Schoolswork section of this report). 
The tour finished with a gig at the 
Junction in Cambridge on 12

th
 

October, which WCCYM took a large 
group to, and was very well attended 
by young people in the area. WCCYM 
had a follow up event on the 14

th
 

October with an evangelistic Thirst 
service. We then ran Higher themed 
youth cafes during half term, and our 
CU groups and Thirst services have 
used the Higher follow up resources 
and themes.  

Prior to the Higher tour in October 
WCCYM took a group to the ‘Higher 
Youth Conference’ in Cambridge on 
15

th
 September, where we learnt more 

about the tour and the young people 
were encouraged to share their faith 
with others. 

Higher 

We had a fantastic start to the new 
school year with the ‘Higher Cambs 
Tour’ led by the Message Trust coming 
to our area. In October WCCYM 
hosted the ‘Higher Cambs’ tour in 

Christmas Party 

On Sunday 9
th
 December we had a 

fantastic Christmas party at Comberton 
Baptist Church with around 70 
attending. We had a great evening of 
Christmas food, music, live karaoke, 
games, a snow machine, fire pit, crafts 
and a Christmas photo booth. Hannah 
Overton gave  
a very good  
talk and it was  
a great end to  
2018. 
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We had many new young people join 
us for the first time. It was great to 
build good relationships with people 
and the times of sung worship led by 
Mark and Kari Coulson were of 
particular blessing.  

The weekend was also full of lots of 
laughs, games, activities, a talent show 
and great food prepared by Ken 
Gifford. A highlight of the weekend was 
the prayer room which was organised 
by the 6th form Deeper group, with 
different interactive prayer stations. 
The group also led the morning focus 
times and it was so encouraging to see 
them grow in confidence and share 
their faith. 

Deeper 

A sixth form discipleship course was 
held once a month from January to 
March this year led by Teresa Taylor 
and Nathan Lee. The aim of the group 
was to focus on the young people’s 
own relationship with God, their 
identity, characteristics and spiritual 
discipline. Also, to consider the main 
influences on their lives and how they 
can and do influence others.  

The sessions included Bible study, self
-reflection, discussion and prayer, and 
a meal together. The course was well 
attended, and it was a real blessing to 
see the young people grow in 
confidence and deepen their faith. 

WCCYM Weekend 

We had a fantastic time away from 
22

nd
 – 24

th
 March, with 43 of us 

enjoying a weekend at Burwell House, 
in Cambridgeshire. We had some 
excellent sessions led by Neil 
Thompson who spoke on prayer.  
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Punting & BBQ 

On Friday 21
st
 June we took 20 young 

people and 10 adults punting on the 
river Cam in Cambridge. It was a 
wonderful evening and we were 
blessed with good weather. We invited 
Year 6 young people to this event, and 
it was great to start to develop new 
relationships with them over this fun 
evening. We finished off with games 
and a BBQ in Newnham park, kindly 
cooked by Robbie Thomson. 

Summer Fest  

WCCYM’s annual Summer get-
together took place on 14th July with 
66 people attending our Summer Fest 
at Manor Farm Bourn. The beautiful 
barn and courtyard were a great venue 
for live music, two very large 
inflatables, fete style games, popcorn, 
candy floss and much more!  

Soul Survivor 

We had a great time at Soul Survivor 
in August 2019. There was a group of 
21 young people, 14 adults and 3 
children!  Some of the young people 
knew each other previously, but as 
often is the case with the group going 
to Soul Survivor, some young people 
were new. Everyone got to know each 
other very quickly, and it didn’t take 
long before the group bonded well, and 
new friendships were formed.    

We also enjoyed crafts, group games 
and a BBQ kindly cooked by Paul 
Taylor. Bekky Brown from Youth for 
Christ in Birmingham ended the 
afternoon by talking about her faith and 
it was a fantastic end to the school 
year. 

There were great times of worship, 
teaching and prayer, and many of the 
young people attended seminars on a 
variety of themes.   
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THIRST 

Thirst has been an  

amazing opportunity to 

meet with other  

Christians and it has  

always been organised  

to such a high  

standard. 

 

CHRISTIAN UNION 

It’s fun and a great way to talk about God and meet 

other Christians. I find that it’s a way for me to escape 

and be with people I know I can trust. When I’m down I 

love to go here! 

WCCYM WEEKEND 

Honestly the best   

residential ever 

HIGHER 

Something very different which opened 

many of my classmates’ eyes to Christ - 

Thank you. 

SOCIALS 

Funny and relaxing 

events that always 

cheer me up and make 

me smile! 
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Lunchtime Groups 

Over the past year, WCCYM has 
helped facilitate five lunchtime groups 
at local schools.  

‘Crossover’ met at Comberton Village 
College on a Friday lunchtime, with a 
small regular group. On Wednesdays, 
there was a committed group of Sixth 
Formers meeting for the Christian 
Union. This group was mostly led by 
the students, supported by youth 
workers and guest speakers.  

On Fridays at the Sixth Form we gave 
out hot drinks and biscuits to students, 
which gave a great opportunity to have 
a chat with them and get to know them 
(called ‘Mocha the Week’!).  

Lessons & Assemblies 

In the last year we have delivered 
lessons and assemblies at Comberton 
Village College and Comberton Sixth 
Form. In September, in assemblies for 
all year groups, we introduced 
ourselves and what we do. We have 
also taken assemblies on managing 
stress, where we discussed the subject 
and gave practical advice. In 
December we took part in an RPE day 
to all Year 9 students on ‘Social 
injustice’ where we talked about 
modern day slavery. We also took part 
in an RPE day in April on ‘Human 
relationships’ for all Year 10 students. 
In May we delivered sessions on 
‘Healthy Relationships’ to all Year 12 
students at the sixth form. 

WCCYM helped to run two Christian 
Unions at Cambourne Village College, 
one on Tuesdays for Yr 7-8, and one 
on Wednesdays for Yr 9-11. As well as 
the WCCYM / church youth workers 
leading the groups, additional leaders 
were Rev Steve Day (from the 
Papworth Anglican team), Pippa Martin 
from Cambourne Church, and some of 
the teachers from the schools. 

Plans for 2019 / 2020: 

There are some changes for when the 
school groups will be meeting in the 
next academic year 2019 / 2020: 

 

Monday Mocha the Week 
  Comberton Sixth Form 

Monday Yr 9-11 Christian Union 
  Cambourne VC 

Wednesday  Christian Union  
  Comberton Sixth Form 

Wednesday Yr 7-8 Christian Union 
  Cambourne VC 

Friday  Crossover (CU)  
  Comberton VC 

 



Pastoral Support 

Some of the youth workers have been 
involved in pastoral support work in 
Comberton and Cambourne Village 
Colleges. This involves meeting with 
individuals to support them, and has 
also involved some small group work 
on a particular theme for a series of 
sessions. 

Christian Staff Meetings 

During the past year, WCCYM has 
continued to support the staff 
fellowship groups at both Comberton 
Village College and Cambourne 
Village College. These gatherings 
have happened a few times during the 
year, and have been a great time to 
talk and pray together. 

Higher 

As mentioned earlier in the report, we 
had a great time in October when the 
‘Higher Cambs Tour’ led by the 
Message Trust came to our area. 
WCCYM hosted the tour in Comberton 
and Cambourne Village Colleges, with 
the band ‘Brightline’ coming to 
Cambourne on the 8

th
 October and 

‘Amongst Wolves’ at Comberton on 9
th
 

October.  

Schoolswork                                                 07 

Transition from Yr 6 to Yr 7 

In June and July WCCYM were 
involved in supporting local Church 
leaders and organisations in delivering 
assemblies or lessons in local schools 
for Year 6 children moving to 
secondary school.  

The ‘It’s your move’ material from 
Scripture Union was used to deliver 
interactive and engaging sessions on 
how to cope with 
moving schools and 
address any 
concerns the children 
may have. At the end 
of the sessions each 
child was given the 
‘It’s your move’ book 
full of helpful 
information. 

During this time three hundred plus 
young people heard the gospel in 
Cambourne Village College and nine 
hundred plus at Comberton Village 
College. There was a fantastic 
atmosphere in both colleges, with the 
Christian faith explained in a relevant, 
modern and exciting way, with 
testimonies also being shared by the 
band members and the students able 
to ask questions about faith.  
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Finance 

WCCYM is funded mainly by local churches and 
individuals from the west Cambridge area. Our 
sincere thanks to those who give financially to 
support the valuable work that WCCYM does.  

During 2018/19, our youth workers also spent 
time at Comberton Village College and 
Cambourne Village College with individuals and 
groups, and the Colleges helped towards the cost 
of the pastoral work carried out. 

We have included an outline of our accounts for 
the year here. As you can see, the bulk of our 
expenditure is spent on our staff and the activities 
that are central to our work.  

It is important for us to be able to maintain the 
level of service that we currently give. We have 
lots of ideas and the more funding we have, the 
more we can do with the young people in our 
area.  

We are very grateful to all those churches and 
individuals who are currently giving or who have 
promised to give, in order to finance WCCYM in 
the coming year. There can never be too much 
income! 

If you would like to give towards the work of 
WCCYM, please contact: 

Sue Chase (WCCYM Treasurer) 
WCCYM c/o Manor Farm, 14 Alms Hill, Bourn, 

CB23 2SH 

Please email info@wccym.org if you would like 
to find out more. 

Fundraising 

We had a great fundraising concert held in November 2018, 
organised by Steve Gaze. It was a great evening, with a variety 
of styles of music to enjoy. 

A huge thank you to those of you who give financially to 
WCCYM, including those who just started in the last year. We 
couldn’t do this without you! 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjN96zMtazfAhVSsKQKHRYrDzUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fcombertonbc&psig=AOvVaw2AI4rOMyyrNEHZyXUH0Odg&ust=1545326937441966
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WCCYM is a partnership of local churches and individual Christians working together 
to support youth work in West Cambridge.  

During the majority of the year 2018 to 2019, Sally Coxall has been co-ordinating the 
work of WCCYM while Susie Thomson was on maternity leave. Her role involved 
facilitating local church youth workers, youth workers employed by WCCYM, and 
volunteers to deliver joint youth work initiatives in different contexts, including 
churches, communities and schools. This report has focused on specific ways in 
which WCCYM has worked with young people over the last academic year, but does 
not include information on the great youth work provided locally in churches and 
villages. If you would like to find out more about youth provision organised by local 
churches please do get in contact with them. 

We are so grateful to the volunteers who help to support youth work in our area. 
There are various training events that different individuals have been to throughout 
the year, and WCCYM continued to be part of ‘Limitless Community’, run by 
Cambridge and District Youth for Christ, helping us to think through vision, dreams 
and plans, for the youth work carried out by WCCYM. 

One of the benefits of working as a partnership of churches is being able to support 
each other in our youth work. We have experienced this as a core team of youth 
workers. We meet together fortnightly to plan the work that we do together, and pray 
and support one another. 

 

Management 

WCCYM has a management committee made up of representatives from 
Cambourne Church, Comberton Baptist Church, Hardwick Evangelical Church, and 
the Lordsbridge team of Anglican Churches. This committee meets 4 times a year to 
oversee the work of WCCYM. Last year, Sally Coxall (doing Susie Thomson’s 
maternity cover) reported to the management committee, on behalf of the WCCYM 
team of youth workers. 

For the academic year 2018/19, the management team has included: 

Steve Gaze - Chair, Hardwick Evangelical Church (T) 
Sue Chase – Treasurer 
Keith Tarring, Comberton Baptist Church (T) 
Alison Myers, Lordsbridge Team (T) 
Nigel Taylor, Cambourne Church (T) 
Sally Coxall - WCCYM Team Leader (maternity cover) 

Ruth Gildersleve - Secretary to the Management Team 

NOTE: Names are accurate for the year 2018/19. (T) indicates WCCYM Trustee.  
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Sally Coxall was WCCYM Team Leader for most of 2018/19, covering 
Susie Thomson’s maternity leave. She worked for WCCYM for 24 hours 
per week to co-ordinate and organise some of the youth work, and 
support the youth workers and volunteers. Sally will continue to be 
employed by WCCYM next year, to co-ordinate some of the activities. 
 

Cherie Williamson has been working for WCCYM for 10 hours per 
week, focussing particularly on some of the pastoral work in schools, 
and supporting the Christian Union in Comberton Sixth Form. Cherie is 
also involved in other WCCYM activities outside of the school setting. 
She will continue her work with WCCYM in the next year.           
 

Jonathan Buwert is the youth worker for Cambourne Church, also 
working part-time for Romsey Mill in Cambourne. Along with WCCYM 
activities run by the churches working together, Jonathan is mostly 
involved in Cambourne Village College and Comberton Sixth Form, as 
Cambourne is in the catchment area for these schools.    
 

Nick Slater was the youth worker for Comberton Baptist Church for part 
of 2018/19. He was a key part of the WCCYM team of youth workers, 
involved in the WCCYM activities run by the churches partnering 
together, as well as schoolswork, mainly in Comberton Village College. 
In April 2019, Nick went to work for National Youth For Christ. 
 

Teresa Taylor is the volunteer youth co-ordinator for the Lordsbridge 
Anglican Team. She supports youth work provision in the Lordsbridge 
Team, and encourages involvement in WCCYM activities. During 
2018/19, Teresa organised the Sixth Form discipleship course ‘Deeper’, 
and was a key team member in the lunchtime groups at Comberton.  
 

Susie Thomson returned from maternity leave in June 2019, working 
20 hours per week for WCCYM. She has returned to the role of Team 
Leader, with Sally continuing to co-ordinate some of WCCYM’s 
activities, to free up some of Susie’s time to focus on leading the Team, 
vision and strategy, church relationships, and fundraising.   
 

Lydia Sings is the new youth worker at Comberton Baptist Church, 
starting in September 2019. She has spent the last 2 years working with 
Cambridge and District Youth for Christ. It will be great to have Lydia 
join the WCCYM Team, focussing on the work at Comberton Village 
College, and WCCYM’s activities outside of the school setting.  
 

Abi Grylls is the new youth worker at Gamlingay Baptist Church, 
starting in September 2019. Abi will be getting involved in some of 
WCCYM’s work, particularly in Comberton Village College, and events 
such as the ‘Thirst’ youth service.  




