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Thank you for your interest in WCCYM’s work over the academic year 2017-18.  
As you read the report you’ll see examples of how churches, organisations and 
individual Christians from a range of backgrounds have been working together 
and supporting each other with the common aim of sharing the good news of 
Jesus with young people in villages west of Cambridge. At the heart of that good 
news is God’s love and concern for all people.  And so WCCYM’s work includes 
practical pastoral support for young people; being there to listen, support and 
value; as well as providing opportunities for young people to explore Jesus’ life 
and teaching and consider the implications for their own lives.

Thank you for your part in helping this happen through your giving, support and 
prayer, both as individuals, local churches and communities.  Thanks to the 
youth workers, paid and voluntary, who have given so much time and energy into 
the lives of young people.  Sincere thanks to you all.  We couldn’t have done this 
without you.
 
Steve Gaze pp WCCYM Management Team

WCCYM’s 25th Birthday

In the Autumn of 2017,  WCCYM celebrated its 25th Birthday! To mark the 
occasion, there were two main events. There was a Worship and Prayer evening 
on 30th October, which provided the opportunity to thank God for all that has 
happened over the past 25 years, and to pray for current issues and the future of 
WCCYM. The other main celebration was on 25th November, which was a Quiz 
and Hog Roast fundraiser. We  had  17  teams  competing,  and  it  was  a  great  
opportunity  to  bring  together  people who  have  been  involved  in  WCCYM  
many  years  ago,  to  those  involved  now. 

 

West Cambridge Christian Youth Ministries (WCCYM)
WCCYM was established in 1992 to support Christian youth work for the 
villages of west Cambridge, initially focusing on the catchment area of 
Comberton Village College. From the start, WCCYM has been supported  
mainly by local village churches and individuals. It is, essentially, local  
churches working together to support youth work in a manner that they could 
not do individually. The partnership includes different denominations within 
the villages. WCCYM is overseen by a Management Team which includes 
representatives from the partner churches. This report highlights some of the 
ways WCCYM has worked with young people over the last academic year. 
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“It really gave me a connection to God 
through the teenage years where it’s  

quite easy to slip away”

“The people in WCCYM and the events 
they ran played a massive part in building 

my confidence as a Christian”

“The biggest impact that WCCYM has  
had to me, is that I became a  

Christian at Thirst”

“WCCYM was a chance for discovery  
of a true identity”

“WCCYM is one big family that has  
helped me to grow in confidence,  

both in myself and in my faith”
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Thirst
Our ‘Thirst’ youth service has been a 
brilliant way of gathering young people 
together for worship, prayer, teaching 
and a shared meal. Our local churches 
have provided some excellent food, 
for which we have been very grateful. 
We have focused on the idea of 
mission, and how young people can 
share their faith with their friends. 
We have had a variety of speakers, 
including Luke Bacon and Rev David 
Newton (Lordsbridge Anglican Team), 
Jon Sanders (Romsey Mill), Amy 
Bland (Uni student originally from the 
Lordsbridge Team), Robbie Thomson 
(Hardwick Evangelical Church), Amy 
Fyfe-Taylor (previous WCCYM / 
Hardwick Evangelical youth worker), 
as well as the youth workers sharing 
different mission styles. Young people 
have been involved in leading, and our 
sung worship has been led by a variety 
of people, including Mark and Kari 
Coulson, Susie Thomson, Jonathan 
Buwert, Steve Gaze and Luke Bacon. 
Great friendships have been built 
up across the churches, with young 
people discussing and praying for 
issues together.

Baptism & Confirmation Prep
Four young people from different 
denominations took part in groups 
to prepare them for Baptism and 
Confirmation, which went through the 
basics of the Christian Faith, and the 
meaning of baptism and confirmation. 
It was a great chance to support young 
people at this important stage of their 
faith journey, and celebrate with them.

Night of Champions
This year we held one of our ‘Night 
of Champions’ events on Saturday 
19th May. There was a great team 
of volunteers who helped Clare 
Cronin plan and run the event. The 
teams took part in a variety of non-
conventional sporting activities (eg 
Halo and Handball), and at half-
time, one of the Sixth Form students 
gave a short talk about his faith, to 
encourage and inspire others.

Socials
Last year WCCYM held two Games 
Cafes; one on 6th October and one on 
2nd February. We used Cambourne 
Church to run a café with tuck shop and 
variety of games to play – board games 
as well as organised games for the larger 
group. We had our annual punting and 
BBQ event on 22nd June, which was a 
great opportunity to invite some Yr 6s to 
their first WCCYM event. 
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Special Events
In the last year, WCCYM took groups 
of young people to two different events 
in Cambridge – a Rend Collective 
concert on 11th February, and the 
‘Higher’ schools mission youth launch 
in April. It was great to be able to 
attend some fantastic events, with 
friends from the local area.

Youth Alpha and CY courses
A small group of young people took 
part in a Youth Alpha course (for Sixth 
Form students), and a CY (Christianity 
Explored) course during the year. 
There were encouraging conversations 
and opportunities to discuss topics in 
great depth.

Leadership Course
For the third consecutive year, 
WCCYM have run a Leadership 
course jointly with Cambridge and 
District Youth for Christ. Eleven young 
people aged 16 – 21 years old met 
together throughout the year to explore 
leadership and develop their own gifts 
in this area, in a Christian context. 

The programme included three 
overnight residentials and monthly 
evening meetings interspersed 
throughout the year. Some of the 
material used was from OneLife, 
and had a focus on character. A key 
purpose was to build community 
amongst the young people, 
encouraging a sense of accountability 
and openness with one another. 
Jonathan Buwert has been heading it 
up on the WCCYM side, with Jax from 
YFC leading the course with him. We 
have been so thankful for all those 
who have provided food, particularly 
Ken Gifford, one of the volunteers from 
Comberton Baptist Church.   
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Christmas Party
On Monday 18th December we had a 
great Christmas party, with Christmas-
style food (pigs in blankets with chips!), 
live kareoke accompanied by Luke 
Bacon, a snow machine, craft and 
games, s’mores, hot chocolate and 
waffles. Adrian Semerene (Gamlingay 
Baptist Church, previously from 
WCCYM / Comberton Baptist Church) 
challenged us about the real meaning  
of Christmas. 

It was a brilliant event with new young 
people coming along, as well as those 
we hadn’t seen for a while.

WCCYM Weekend 
We had a fantastic WCCYM weekend 
away from 9th to 11th March, at Burwell 
House. Heather Rogers led the main 
sessions based on ‘The I Am Project’, 
a book / course she has written, which 
encouraged us to focus on where our 
identity is based. 
Many of the young people had not been 
on a WCCYM weekend before, so it 
was great to build new friendships.

Summer Fest  
WCCYM’s annual summer get-
together was a great way of ending 
the summer term, with a BBQ, games, 
inflatable, fete-style games, and open 
mic performances. Chris Bentley from 
Cambridge & District YFC came to 
encourage us by sharing about his faith, 
and also performing some of his own 
Spoken Word pieces.

Soul Survivor 
WCCYM took a group to Peterborough 
to Week B of Soul Survivor in August. 
Along with the great teaching, seminars, 
prayer ministry, and worship, it was 
again a great time of building and 
strengthening friendships with the young 
people supporting one another.
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...what the students say:

“I have someone to talk to about 
my problems and they won’t  

make fun of me”

“Sometimes I don’t like telling my 
friends about some things as  
they don’t know how to react  

or what to say”

“I can talk to someone  
without being judged”
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Lunchtime Groups
Over the past year, WCCYM has helped 
facilitate five lunchtime groups at local 
schools. 

At Comberton Village College, there 
has been a small regular group at 
‘Crossover’ on a Friday lunchtime. On 
Wednesdays, there was a committed 
group of Sixth Formers meeting for 
the Christian Union, which was largely 
student-led, with support from youth 
workers and guest speakers. On 
Fridays at the Sixth Form we gave out 
hot drinks and biscuits, chatting with 
students, called ‘Mocha the Week’. 

The two Christian Unions at Cambourne 
Village College have developed: 
one on Tuesdays for Yr7-8, and on 
Wednesdays for Yr9-11. As well as 
the WCCYM / church youth workers 
leading the groups, we were grateful for 
the help from Rev Steve Day (from the 
Papworth Anglican team) and some of 
the teachers from the schools.

Plan for 2018 / 2019:

Tue Christian Union Yr 7-8 at Cambourne VC

Wed Christian Union at Comberton Sixth Form 
Christian Union Yr 9-11 at Cambourne VC

Fri Crossover Yr 7-11 at Comberton VC
Mocha the Week at Comberton Sixth Form

Pastoral Support
Some of our youth workers are 
involved in pastoral support work in 
Comberton and Cambourne Village 
Colleges. This involves individual 
mentoring, or small group work on 
a particular theme (eg. groups on 
self-esteem, confidence, healthy 
relationships, and looking after yourself 
online).

Lessons
In the last year we have taken lessons 
in Cambourne Village College and 
Comberton Sixth Form. In Cambourne, 
a team from WCCYM took part in 
two RPE (Religion, Philosophy and 
Ethics) days for Yr 10s and Yr 11s, 
being able to focus on the roots of 
the Christian Faith. Our lesson was 
alongside lessons on Humanism, 
Islam and Science and Religion (with 
a speaker from the Faraday Institute). 
In Comberton Sixth Form in July, we 
took a lesson with all of the Yr 12s on 
healthy relationships, including the 
issues of consent and pornography.

Christian Staff Meeting
This year we have supported teachers 
in both Cambourne and Comberton 
Village Colleges to host a half termly 
gathering of Christian staff members. 
This has been a great encouragement 
to be involved in for both schools; 
getting to know other Christians in the 
schools, someone sharing a reflection 
on a passage in the Bible, praying 
together, and being able to share about 
what WCCYM is doing in the schools.
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Management
WCCYM has a management committee made up of representatives from 
Cambourne Church, Comberton Baptist Church, Hardwick Evangelical Church, 
and the Lordsbridge team of Anglican Churches. This committee meets 4 times a 
year to oversee the work of WCCYM. Last year, Susie Thomson reported to the 
management committee, on behalf of the WCCYM team of youth workers.

Finance
WCCYM is funded mainly by local churches 
and individuals from the west Cambridge area. 
Many thanks to those who give financially to 
support the valuable work that WCCYM does. 
In addition, Comberton and Cambourne 
Village Colleges help towards the cost of 
the pastoral work that WCCYM does with 
individuals and groups at the colleges.
We have included an outline of our accounts 
for the year here. As you can see, the bulk of 
our expenditure is spent on our staff and the 
activities that are central to our work. 
It is important for us to be able to maintain 
the level of service that we currently give. 
We have lots of ideas and the more funding 
we have, the more we can do with the young 
people in our area. 
We are very grateful to all those churches and 
individuals who are currently giving or who 
have promised to give, in order to finance 
WCCYM in the coming year.
If you would like to give towards the work of 
WCCYM, please contact:
Sue Chase (WCCYM Treasurer)
WCCYM c/o Manor Farm, 14 Alms Hill,  
Bourn, CB23 2SH

Please email info@wccym.org if you  
would like to find out more.

Income
1. Churches £14,990
2. Donations & Gifts: £8,452
3. Pastoral Support: £11,612
4. Other income: £1,090
5. Events & Activities: £8,354
Total: £44,498

 Expenditure
1. Staff/workers: £23,354
2. Events & Activities: £11,135
3. Overheads: £1,982
4. Staff training & resources: £1,754
5. Bookkeeping: £1,107
6. Travel: £1,002
7. Safeguarding & Insurance: £196 
Total: £40,530
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WCCYM is a partnership of local churches and individual Christians working 
together to support youth work in West Cambridge. 

Susie Thomson has been co-ordinating the work of WCCYM. Her role involved 
facilitating local church youth workers and volunteers to deliver joint youth work 
initiatives in different contexts, including churches, communities and schools. 
Some of the youth workers have additional hours paid for by WCCYM, to facilitate 
some of what WCCYM does, as part of the church partnership. This report has 
focused on specific ways in which WCCYM has worked with young people over 
the last academic year, but does not include information on the great youth work 
provided locally in churches and villages. If you would like to find out more about 
youth provision organised by local churches please do get in contact with them.

WCCYM’s management team includes representatives from our partner churches. 
For the academic year 2017/18, the management team has included:

Steve Gaze - Chair, Hardwick Evangelical Church (T)
Sue Chase – Treasurer
Keith Tarring, Comberton Baptist Church (T)
Alison Myers, Lordsbridge Team (T)
Nigel Taylor, Cambourne Church
Susie Thomson - WCCYM Team Leader
Ruth Gildersleve - Secretary to the Management Team

NOTE: Names are accurate for the year 2017/18. (T) indicates WCCYM Trustee.
 
We are so grateful to the volunteers who help to support youthwork in our area. 
In January, we held a volunteers appreciation meal where we wanted to thank the 
volunteers who serve the young people, whether that be in local churches, or with 
joint WCCYM events. There are various training events that different individuals 
have been to throughout the year, and last year we continued our own ‘WCCYM 
Limitless Community’ with Cambridge and District Youth for Christ helping us to 
think through vision, dreams and plans, for the youth work in our local churches.

One of the benefits of working as a partnership of churches is being able to 
support each other in our youthwork. We have experienced this as a core team 
of youth workers. We meet together once a month to plan the work that we do 
together, and once a month for prayer, support, and sometimes specific training 
opportunities.
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Susie Thomson worked part-time for WCCYM as Team Leader, 
organising some of the events, supporting the youth workers, and 
being involved in pastoral work at Comberton and Cambourne 
Village Colleges. A change for 2018/19 is that Susie will be on 
maternity leave from September 2018, with her third child due. 

team & changes for 2018/19

Jonathan Buwert is the youth worker for Cambourne Church, 
also working part-time for Romsey Mill in Cambourne. In 2017/18 
he had some part-time hours for WCCYM, and jointly headed up 
the WCCYM & YFC Leadership course. Jonathan will continue to 
focus on youth work in Cambourne during the coming year.

Clare Cronin was the youth worker for Hardwick Evangelical 
Church for most of 2017/18, with additional hours for WCCYM. 
She organised Night of Champions, did much of our publicity, and 
schools pastoral work. In May 2018, we were sad to see Clare 
leave us, for a full-time job with St Andrew’s Church in Histon.

Nick Slater is the youth worker for Comberton Baptist Church 
(having previously been a young person and then volunteer with 
WCCYM). He has been a key part of our ‘Mocha’ team, giving out 
free drinks to Comberton Sixth Formers on a Friday. He has also 
set up a Christian film company called ‘Broken Jars’.

Teresa Taylor is the volunteer youth co-ordinator for the 
Lordsbridge Anglican Team. She supports youthwork provision in 
the Lordsbridge Team, and encourages involvement in WCCYM 
activities. She has been a key team member in running our 
lunchtime groups at Comberton Village College.

Sally Coxall will be working for WCCYM during 2018/19 as 
Team Leader covering Susie’s maternity. She will be working 
for WCCYM for 24 hours per week to co-ordinate and organise 
some of the youth work, and support the youth workers and 
volunteers who enable WCCYM’s activities and groups to run.   

Cherie Williamson will be working for WCCYM for 10 hours 
per week, to focus particularly on some of the pastoral work 
in schools, and supporting the Christian Union in Comberton 
Sixth Form. Cherie has experience of working in Christian and 
community youth work settings.




