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Thank you for your interest in WCCYM’s work over the academic year 2016-17.  
As you read the report you’ll see examples of how churches, organisations and 
individual Christians from a range of backgrounds have been working together 
and supporting each other with the common aim of sharing the good news of 
Jesus with young people in villages west of Cambridge. At the heart of that good 
news is God’s love and concern for all people. And so WCCYM’s work includes 
practical pastoral support for young people; being there to listen, support 
and value; providing opportunities for young people to explore Jesus’ life and 
teaching and consider the implications for their own lives.
 
We live in an area where there is on-going change and development with further 
housing developments and associated infrastructure proposals on a range of 
scales. Political and economic changes also have their impact on education and 
support services for young people. People come and go, grow up and move on.  
But the good news is that Jesus still loves us, values us deeply, and is relevant 
today. So please pray for WCCYM as we seek to respond to the changes and 
remain consistent in sharing the good news of Jesus.
 
Thank you for your part in helping this happen through your giving, support and 
prayer, as individuals, local churches and communities. Thanks to the youth 
workers, paid and voluntary, who have given so much time and energy into 
the lives of young people. And a special mention to Stephen Terrell and Paul 
Gildersleve who were instrumental in setting up WCCYM back in 1992. They 
have served and supported generously and consistently over the years and 
will continue their active interest going forward but feel it is time to pass on the 
governance side to others. Sincere thanks to you all. We couldn’t have done  
this without you.
 
Steve Gaze pp WCCYM Management Team

West Cambridge Christian Youth Ministries (WCCYM)
WCCYM was established in 1992 to support Christian youth work for the 
villages of west Cambridge, initially focusing on the catchment area of 
Comberton Village College. From the start, WCCYM has been supported  
mainly by local village churches and individuals. It is, essentially, local  
churches working together to support youth work in a manner that they could 
not do individually. The partnership includes different denominations within 
the villages. WCCYM is overseen by a Management Team which includes 
representatives from the partner churches. This report highlights some of the 
ways WCCYM has worked with young people over the last academic year. 
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We held 8 ‘Thirst’ youth services  
at Comberton Baptist Church

Over 100 people took part in our  
Live & Amped Mannequin 
Challenge

We competed in 10 different 
“unconventional sports” at  
Night of Champions

How many people did it take 
to light the bonfire at WCCYM 
Weekend? Too many

9 young adults completed  
WCCYM & YFC’s  
Leadership Course 

93 GIFS were sent in our  
Soul Survivor group chat
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Thirst
Our monthly youth service has been 
a great opportunity to gather together 
on a Sunday evening. Throughout 
the year, we followed a series that 
went from creation to eternity, where 
each session started off by taking a 
particular world view, and ended with 
a biblical view that put God into the 
picture. We had a variety of guest 
speakers, with young people involved 
in hosting the evenings, and one young 
person doing the talk one month. We 
always started with a meal, included a 
time of sung worship with opportunities 
for group discussion and prayer as 
a response to the talk. We had art 
materials available to encourage those 
who want to express their worship in a 
different way. Speakers have included 
Sarah Hewitson (C3), Daniel Beckett 
(Godmanchester Baptist Church),  Rev 
Becca Gilbert (Lordsbridge Anglican 
team), Chris Duffett (The Light Project), 
Adrian Semerene (Gamlingay Baptist 
Church), as well as our very own 
Jonathan Buwert, Nick Slater and 
Matthew Moore (Young person from 
Cambourne Church).    

Baptism & Confirmation Prep
Five young people from different 
denominations were part of a 6  
week Baptism and Confirmation 
preparation course this year, which 
went through various basics of the 
Christian Faith, and the meaning of 
baptism and confirmation. It was a 
great chance to get to know different 
young people, at this important stage 
of their faith journey.

Night of Champions
We have had 2 ‘Night of Champions’ 
events during the last year; 22nd 
October 2016 and 6th May 2017.  
We had 45 competitors over the 2 
events, and an excellent team of 
volunteers helping Clare Cronin 
to plan and run the evenings. 
The evenings consisted of the 
teams taking part in different non-
conventional sporting activities 
(eg Bootball, Benchball), with a 
half-time talk by a young person 
about an aspect of their faith. The 
young people have given some very 
encouraging feedback about ‘Night  
of Champions’, and it is something 
we plan to run again.

Socials
In January we ran our first WCCYM 
Games Café, where we transformed 
Cambourne Church into a café for the 
evening with a tuck shop and a variety 
of games to play, big and small. In 
June we took a group of young people 
punting - an annual highlight of the 
WCCYM calendar. After enjoying a trip 
along the River Cam we headed over to 
Newnham Park for a BBQ and games.



04

Live & Amped
Our fifth annual ‘Live & Amped’ was 
a great success! Some fantastic 
talent (both music and dance) was 
seen from the competitors. We 
had Release Dance Crew visiting 
during the week, taking many 
dance classes in Comberton and 
Cambourne, and performing on the 
Saturday night too, encouraging 
some audience participation! We 
also had Joe Bright from Watford, 
who did a few Music and RE 
lessons during the week, then 
performing with a band on the 
Saturday. Along with a DJ, football 
cage, parkour and tuck shop, the 
evening was great fun! 

Leadership Course
This year we have had nine young 
people on our Leadership course, 
which is run jointly with Cambridge and 
District Youth for Christ. The course 
is for 16 – 21 yr olds, and its purpose 
is to help young people explore 
leadership and develop their own gifts 
in this area, in a Christian context. The 
main focus is character, with the young 
people being encouraged to be open 
and honest about themselves. We 
have been using the OneLife material, 
which has been a great resource. 
The programme consisted of three 
overnight residentials, four monthly 
evening meetings and finished with a 
celebration day. Jonathan Buwert has 
been heading it up on the WCCYM 
side, with Teresa Taylor, a volunteer 
from the Lordsbridge Team Ministry, 
being part of the leadership group 
running this course, along with Jax 
from YFC. This is our second year of 
running the Leadership course, and we 
have been greatly encouraged by the 
two groups of young people who have 
taken part so far.  
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Summer Fest
WCCYM Summer Fest was a great 
event to round off the academic year, 
held in The Great Barn at Manor 
Farm. Activities included Inflatable 
Twister, various fete-style games, 
candy floss, popcorn, cupcake 
decorating and refreshments. We had 
live music, a chat-show style interview 
with leaders, and some games. 

WCCYM Weekend
We had a brilliant time on our 
annual WCCYM weekend in March! 
Amy Fyfe-Taylor (previously Amy 
Snaith, youth worker with Hardwick 
Evangelical Church & WCCYM 
who left in 2015) led some great 
sessions on the theme of the Trinity. 
We also had guest worship leaders 
from London School of Theology, 
who had come on the weekend in 
2016 too. As well as the talks and 
discussion groups, there was plenty 
of opportunity for games, sport, 
craft, and our own version of the 
game show ‘Task Master’ on the 
Saturday evening. 

Soul Survivor
We took a group of 13 young people 
along with youth workers, volunteers 
and three children to Soul Survivor. 
We were very grateful for the 
change of site, as we only had a 
short trip down the road to get to 
the East of England Showground 
in Peterborough. Soul Survivor 
provided a great opportunity for 
extended times of sung worship, 
good quality teaching, and prayer 
ministry times. Alongside that, the 
WCCYM group enjoyed spending 
time together, getting to know each 
other better, as well as making  
new friends.



We gave lessons on slavery and 
human trafficking to 200 students

200 year 10 students took part in 
our healthy relationship lessons

We gave away 1140 hot 
chocolates (or other drinks)  
at Mocha the Week

24 young people have completed 
one of our six week courses on 
self-esteem

6 young people completed a six 
week course on healthy lifestyles 

We delivered a lesson to 120 
year 12 students on healthy 
relationships

06schoolswork at a glance
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Lunchtime Groups
There are six lunchtime groups we 
have been involved with at different 
schools. At Comberton Village College, 
there has been a small regular group at 
‘Crossover’ on a Friday lunchtime, and 
a group of about ten sixth formers at 
Christian Union. On a Friday at the Sixth 
Form we also give out hot drinks and 
biscuits, and have a chat with students, 
which we call ‘Mocha the Week’. 
At Cambourne Village College, this 
year has seen the start of a Christian 
Union, as well as the regular ‘Rock 
Solid’ group, headed up by Jonathan 
Buwert, with a regular group of young 
people coming along to both. On a 
Thursday we have been supporting 
the ‘FAB’ (Faith and Belief) group at 
Swavesey Village College, headed up 
by Rev David Mann from Bethel Baptist 
Church, along with others from different 
churches.

Plan for Autumn 2017:

Mentoring
Some of our youth workers are involved 
in pastoral support work in Comberton 
and Cambourne Village Colleges. This 
involves individual mentoring, or small 
group work on a particular theme (eg. 
groups on self-esteem and confidence).

Tue Christian Union Yr 7-8 at Cambourne VC

Wed Christian Union at Comberton Sixth Form 
Christian Union Yr 9-11 at Cambourne VC

Thu FAB (Faith & Belief) at Swavesey VC

Fri Crossover Yr 7-11 at Comberton VC
Mocha the Week at Comberton Sixth Form

Lessons
This year we have taken lessons in 
Comberton and Cambourne Village 
Colleges. In Comberton, we took RPE 
(Religion, Philosophy and Ethics) 
lessons on slavery and trafficking in 
March, and on healthy relationships in 
June – these were both to 7 classes 
of Yr 10 students. In July, we took 
a lesson with all of the Yr 12s at 
Comberton Sixth Form, on healthy 
relationships, including the issues of 
consent and pornography. We had 
visitors in November who came to 
take lessons in both Comberton and 
Cambourne, in the week leading up 
to our ‘Live & Amped’ event. Release 
Dance Crew took some dance 
lessons, and Joe Bright and other 
musicians from Watford, took some 
music and RPE lessons. We have 
had positive response from staff and 
students about these lessons.

Christian Staff Meeting
This year we have supported one of 
the teachers in Comberton Village 
College to host a half termly gathering 
of Christian staff members. This has 
been a great encouragement to be 
involved in, and it has been great 
to be able to talk and pray together. 
We are hoping to organise a regular 
gathering in Cambourne Village 
College in a similar way.
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Management
WCCYM has a management committee made up of representatives from 
Cambourne Church, Comberton Baptist Church, Hardwick Evangelical Church, 
the Lordsbridge team of Anglican Churches and the Papworth Team of Anglican 
Churches. This committee meets 4 times a year to oversee the work of WCCYM. 
Susie Thomson reports to the management committee, on behalf of the WCCYM 
team of youth workers.

Finance
WCCYM is funded mainly by local churches 
and individuals from the west Cambridge area. 
Thank you so much to those of you who give 
financially, including those who give regularly 
to support the work of WCCYM. There is also 
some income that comes from Comberton 
and Cambourne Village Colleges which is 
towards the pastoral work that WCCYM 
does with individuals and groups. An outline 
summary of the accounts is shown here. 
Most of the expenditure was on staff salaries, 
special events, travel and training. We are 
looking to boost our funding, as we feel that 
it is important to be able to maintain what we 
do, but it would also be great if there was the 
potential to increase the opportunities we have 
for working with young people in this area.

We are again very grateful to all  
those churches and individuals who have 
promised to give to finance the work of 
WCCYM in the future. 

If you would like to give towards the work of 
WCCYM, please contact: 

Sue Chase (WCCYM Treasurer)
WCCYM c/o Manor Farm,  
14 Alms Hill,  
Bourn,  
CB23 2SH

Please email info@wccym.org if you  
would like to find out more.

Income
1. Churches £8,342
2. Donations & Gifts: £10,962
3. Other income: £6,473
4. Events & Activities: £8,096
Total: £33,873

 Expenditure
1. Staff/workers: £18,600
2. Events & Activities: £11,509
3. Travel: £1,256
4. Staff training: £986
5. Safeguarding: £103
6. Insurance: £530
7. Overheads: £668 
Total: £33,652
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WCCYM is a partnership of local churches and individual Christians working 
together to support youth work in West Cambridge. 

Susie Thomson co-ordinates the work of WCCYM. Her role involves facilitating 
local church youth workers and volunteers to deliver joint youth work initiatives 
in different contexts, including churches, communities and schools. Some of the 
youth workers have additional hours paid for by WCCYM, to facilitate some of 
what WCCYM does, as part of the church partnership. This report has focused 
on specific ways in which WCCYM has worked with young people over the last 
academic year, but does not include information on the great youth work provided  
locally in churches and villages. If you would like to find out more about youth 
provision organised by local churches please do get in contact with them. 

WCCYM’s management team includes representatives from our partner churches. 
For the academic year 2016/17, the management team has included: 

Steve Gaze - Chair, Hardwick Evangelical Church (T) 
Stephen Terrell, Papworth Team 
Paul Gildersleve - Treasurer, Papworth Team 
Keith Tarring, Comberton Baptist Church (T)
Matthew Trick, Cambourne Church (T) 
Rebecca Gilbert, Lordsbridge Team (T) 
Alison Myers, Lordsbridge Team (T)
Susie Thomson - WCCYM Co-ordinator 
Ruth Gildersleve - Secretary to the Management Team                
NOTE: Names are accurate for the year 2016/17. (T) indicates WCCYM Trustee.

We truly appreciate the volunteers who help to support youthwork in our area.  
In January, we held a volunteers appreciation meal where we wanted to thank the 
volunteers who serve the young people, whether that be in local churches, or with 
joint WCCYM events. There are various training events that different individuals 
have been to throughout the year, and we have started our own ‘WCCYM  
Limitless Community’ with Cambridge and District Youth for Christ helping us to 
think through vision, dreams and plans, for the youth work in our local churches.

One of the benefits of working as a partnership of churches is being able to 
support each other in our youthwork. We have experienced this as a core team 
of youth workers. We meet together once a month to plan the work that we do 
together, and once a month for prayer, support, and sometimes specific training 
opportunities. Please find information about our core team for the academic year 
2016/17 on the next page.
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Susie Thomson returned from maternity leave in  
October 2016, working part-time as WCCYM  Co-ordinator. 
She organises some of the events, supports the youth 
workers, and is involved in some of the pastoral work at 
Comberton and Cambourne Village Colleges, with individuals 
and groups. She spends a lot of her non-working time with 
Lucy (3) and Bethany (1).

team & changes for 2017/18

Jonathan Buwert is the youth worker for Cambourne Church 
with some part-time hours for WCCYM, heading up the 
WCCYM & YFC Leadership course. He recently completed 
his MA in Youth & Community Work and Practical Theology 
with CYM. He has been involved in both Comberton and 
Cambourne Village Colleges. Jonathan now works part-time 
for Romsey Mill, alongside his church and WCCYM work.

Clare Cronin is the youth worker for Hardwick Evangelical 
Church, and also has some part-time hours for WCCYM. She 
organises WCCYM’s Night of Champions event, makes sure 
our website and social media presence is up-to-date, and is 
very involved in the schools pastoral work. She is currently 
studying the MA degree in Youth & Community Work and 
Practical Theology with CYM.

Nick Slater is the youth worker for Comberton Baptist 
Church. As a young person he was involved in WCCYM, 
then as a volunteer, and it has been great to have him part of 
the team of youth workers this last year. He has been a key 
part of our ‘Mocha’ team, giving out free drinks to Comberton 
Sixth Formers on a Friday. He has also set up a Christian film 
company called ‘Broken Jars’.

Emma Slater was the youth worker for the Lordsbridge 
Team of Anglican churches. She spent most of the last 
academic year on maternity leave, as Isla was born in 
September 2016. She returned to local youth work for the 
last few months of the year, but has now moved on to work 
with Romsey Mill. We are sad to see her go, but wish her 
the best in her new role.




